University of Victoria - Department of Geography
COURSE DESCRIPTION - Fall 2014

GEOG103: Introduction to Physical Geography

Lectures: M, R 1000-1120 HSD A240
Labs: as scheduled

Objectives: This course introduces students to the study of Physical Geography using an applied, earth-
systems approach. The course examines processes within and interrelations between the
atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere that result in patterns of weather and
climate, landforms, soils and ecosystems. Lectures will be structured around ‘real-world’ issues
(e.g., climate change, natural hazards, natural resources) where the intersection between Earth
sciences and human activities will be explored. Lecture material is complemented by field and
laboratory assignments and supplementary readings.

e-book entitled, “Fundamentals of Physical Geography” 2" edition, by Michael Pidwirny & Scott
Jones, UBC Okanagan, online at: http://www.physicalgeography.net.

Two excellent print textbooks, both with Canadian editions, are:

« De Blij et al. (2010). Physical Geography. The Global Environment. 2" Canadian edition. Oxford.
(ISBN: 9780195428971)

e Strahler, AH. & Archibold, O.W.WO.W.


http://www.physicalgeography.net/
http://moodle.uvic.ca/

Important Course Policies:

Students must complete all evaluation components to obtain credit.

Students must obtain a passing grade on both the examination component (mid-term + final) and
the laboratory component (labs + lab exam) to obtain credit.

Extenuating circumstances &/or exceptions to these policies will require: a) direct discussion with
the course instructor in advance, if possible, and b) official medical or counseling documentation.

Labs are an important part of GEOG103

o0 All details regarding your labs & their marks are managed by your TA. Please discuss any
issues on labs with your TA first.




Grading:

Grades assigned for GEOG103 are in accordance with the Department of Geography grade
structure and interpretations as follows:

A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C



Lecture Outline:
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